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Dementia drug a
real possibility

A treatment for memory loss is a step closer with the discovery of a protein in the brain that plays an important
role in memory processing. This protein is being used to help develop a new class of drugs for the treatment of
dementia and other forms of memory loss.

New drugs are urgently needed to treat
different forms of memory loss. The
current treatments for memory deficits
are not effective for everyone and some
patients with more severe forms of
Alzheimer’s dementia do not respond
well to these drugs.

Dr Siew Yeen Chai from the Howard
Florey Institute and her team have
shown that a group of
peptides, known
as AT ligands,
enhance
learning and
memory
and also

See page 2

reverse memory deficits in rats and mice.  fast-acting memory enhancers in humans,”

The team has demonstrated that within Dr Chai said.
five minutes of giving rats and mice the In collaboration with Prof Michael
AT4 ligands, the animals' performance in Parker's group at St Vincent's Institute of
different mazes is significantly improved. Medical Research, the researchers are
Dr Chai said her team had also using IRAP as a target to screen for small
discovered that these peptides alter molecule AT, ligands that can be
the activity of a protein in the brain developed into more effective drugs that
called IRAP are useful in treating human conditions of
“This discovery could enable small memory deficits. They are currently

refining the structures of a new
class of ATy ligands before
testing them in learning and
memory tasks in animals.
“We firmly believe that
with the giant leaps being
made in medical research,
an effective dementia
treatment is now
imminent” Dr Chai
added. [J

molecule AT, ligands to be
developed into therapeutic
agents for the treatment of

memory loss, and also as

Siew Yeen Chai and
Siying Ye are investigating
treatments for dementia.
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Last year the Federal Government
commissioned an Investment Review of
Health and Medical Research chaired by
Mr John Grant. The Review’s purpose
was to assess the impact of increases in
health and medical research funding
over the previous five years and to
recommend future funding levels. The
report was presented to Government
last January but so far has not been
released. It is rumoured that the Review:
recommends a major increase in medical
research funding through the National
Health and Medical Reséareh,Council.
Currently Australia ranks at'the
lower end of the OECD spectrumifor;
health-related R&D spending by most
indicators. As a percentage of GDP'we
spent less than one-third compared.to
Denmark, UK, France and the USAL
Canada has set up a series of Institutes
for Health Research with funding
increasing to $1 billion per annum-over
the next five years. This is more than
twice Australia’s level. Singaporeywith
one-fifth our population, committed'$3
billion to biomedical research in 2000.
This under-spending on Australian
health-related R&D is curious at atime
that both State and Federal
Governments are emphasising the
importance of innovation and the smart.
economy for the future of our country.
The benefits of Health R&D aresquite,
remarkable. Access Economics recently.
reported that investment in Health
R&D surpasses every other source of
rising living standards in ourdime: The
annual rates of return on Australian
Health R&D were up to $5 for every $1
spent on R&D. Australian discoveries
are saving huge costs worldwidesif
areas such as the treatment of stomach
ulcers, reducing death from SIDS,
treatment of bipolar disorder with
lithium, and contributing to large
reductions in cardiovascular deaths.
Health R&D is an investment in good
health that historically has yielded
exceptional returns. Our ageing
community places unprecedented
demands on our health system and now;
more than ever, we need potent and
effective treatments for dementia,
depression, stroke, cardiovascular disease’
and cancer. The findings of the Access
Economics Review? “should change,the
way that Australian policy makers view:
health spending, in particular
investments in Health.R&D, The
conclusion for the future must be that
Australian Health R&D represents an
exceptional investment with exceptional
returns”.
It is time for the Federal Government
to release the Grant Review and
seriously consider its findings.

1 OECD Health Data 2002: a comparative
analysis of 30 countries

2 Exceptional Returns: the Value of Investing
in Health R&D in Australia, Access
Economics, Canberra, September 2003

2005 Kenneth Myer

Lecture

The 8th Kenneth Myer Lecture will be delivered by Professor F Sherwood Rowland. Professor

Rowland shared the 1995 Nobel Prize in Chemistry for his work in atmospheric chemistry,
particularly concerning the formation and decomposition of ozone. His lecture, The Changing
Atmosphere in 2005’ will be delivered at the RMIT Capitol Theatre on 24 February 2005.

As with previous Kenneth Myer Lectures, seats are limited and Professor Rowland’s lecture is
guaranteed to be booked out. See the promotional flyer enclosed for more details and return
your booking form early so you don’t miss out. O

Director

~arewell to longstanding
President and founding

Charles Goode’s association with the
Florey's Board goes back amost 20
years. He was appointed by the Board

in 1986 and within two years, became
Honorary Treasurer. Mr Goode held

this post until 1994, when he was
appointed Vice-President. In November
1997, almost a year after Prof Frederick
Mendelsohn took over as Director of

the Florey, Mr Goode was elected as
President. This marked a turning point

for the Florey, with Prof Mendelsohn,
supported strongly by Mr Goode,
recommending the Institute focus on
neuroscience research. This was a bold and
imaginative shift for the Board, but a shift that the
President has shepherded and encouraged during
the past seven years.

Mr Goode’s efforts have been well above those
expected of a President. Some of the notable
achievements during Mr Goode’s presidency
include:
= Completing the transformation of the Florey's

focus to neuroscience
= Growing the Florey to 280 staff and students
= An almost $7 million refit of laboratories
= Amalgamations with the Genomics Disorders

Research Centre and the Melbourne

Neuromuscular Research Institute
= The rapid expansion of fundraising to over

$3.1 million in 2003/04
= Establishing and growing the Florey's

Foundations, which have buffered and financially

supported the growth of the Institute.

Mr Goode will remain on the Board as a
member and Martyn Myer, who has been on the

Charles Goode

Derek Denton

Board for 12 years, was appointed President on
1 September 2004.

The Florey has also farewelled its founding
Director, Emeritus Professor Derek Denton.
Prof Denton advised us on his 80th birthday, in
May 2004, that he would retire from his position
as a scientist at the Florey at the end of August.
However, Prof Denton will continue his various
scientific collaborations with the Florey and other
institutes around the world, and will continue as
a member of the Board.

Prof Denton’s extraordinary contribution to
the Florey is unparalleled. His integrity, courage,
and enormous enthusiasm for scientific enquiry
drove him to create one of Australia’s premier
medical research institutes. Prof Denton has also
been a fundraiser extraordinaire and his efforts
in gaining philanthropic support for the Institute
have been phenomenal.

The Florey wishes both Charles Goode and
Derek Denton all the best in their future
endeavours and their contributions to the
Institute are greatly appreciated. 1






